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Plymouth Arts Centre invited Hand in Glove to curate an exhibition of work, selected from the 2013 
Plymouth University and Plymouth College of Art degree shows. Hand in Glove is a group of artists and 
curators based in Bristol who aim to bring emerging artistic talent to the fore by creating a platform for 
artists at a crucial stage in the development of their careers. They organise, curate and support a range 
of events and exhibitions, produced in a variety of contexts and also provide professional development 
opportunities for artists.  
 
Started at Broadwalk Arts (Bristol) in 2009, PLATFORM is an initiative which focuses on showcasing 
and supporting new arts graduates. Encompassing group exhibitions in a range of spaces, solo 
commissions and professional development opportunities, PLATFORM has brought together some of 
the best graduate artwork from South-West England and South Wales. As Hand in Glove evolves and 
expands its reach further into the region, the Directors identified that with the highest number of arts 
graduates in the region, Plymouth was an exciting prospect for finding new talent. 
 
“When we visited the degree shows in Plymouth we saw a range of work that was very different from 
that which we have seen in Bristol, Bath and South Wales. The relationship between students and their 
natural surroundings was a recurring theme which we felt we couldn’t ignore in our selection, and the 
installation we have chosen for Plymouth Arts Centre is a strong example of this.” 
 
Selected artist Rachael Gomery (born 1990) was raised in the peak district and moved to Plymouth to 
study Fine Art at Plymouth University in 2010. Throughout the three years of her degree Gomery has 
explored the interplay between nature and culture, using both installation and photography. Often 
working outside of the studio to gather materials and experiment with reflections and staging, Gomery 
then brings the outdoors in, to present ambitious installations. These constructed environments reflect 
back on the natural world which Gomery has drawn from; subtley changing across the duration of 
exhibition. 
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In this work titled We Are Therefore I Am, Gomery has created an immersive environment that affects 
our senses. Balancing tentatively between beautiful and unsettling the displaced root system spreads 
out into the gallery space, casting dramatic shadows and emitting a faint aroma of natural resin. The 
roots no longer feed on nutrients from the earth but instead draw sustenance from the exhibition space 
itself and the exhalation of visitors passing through. This shared breath links back to the physicality of 
the roots and their visual connection to the body’s lungs, veins and synapses. 
 
Embedded in Gomery’s work is a layer of research into phenomenology. Studying both the philosophical 
writings of David Abram and Maurice Merleau Ponty and experiencing the landscape of Dartmoor first 
hand, Gomery is developing an understanding of ‘collective flesh’ which informs her practice. Using 
shadows to draw together object, viewer and space in an interconnected mass, Gomery stresses the 
notion that to perceive is also to be perceived. Away from the noise of the city centre the artist has 
created a setting which allows for quiet, contemplation and belonging and as we move around the work 
we sense the charge between artist, work, viewer and nature. 
 
Whilst studying, Gomery was involved in two student initiated arts projects: Take pART (Nov 2012) and 
In.Flux (May 2012). For Take pART Gomery worked as part of a group in the city centre, encouraging 
members of the public to respond creatively to Plymouth’s physical, social and community contexts. For 
In.Flux the students presented work to their lecturers and peers in an artist-led gallery space in 
Stonehouse. 
 
Rachael Gomery has graduated this summer with first class honors and a stand out presentation of 
work in the Mills Bakery at Royal William Yard. Continuing to develop her arts practice in Plymouth, 
Rachael is also working at Bread & Roses, a new community interest arts pub on Ebrington Street and 
in addition to the exhibition at Plymouth Arts Centre, Rachael has also been awarded a year’s free 
membership of PAC Home; Plymouth Arts Centre’s membership initiative for artists, writers and 
curators in Devon and Cornwall. Through PAC Home membership Gomery will be able to access 
additional support, engage critically with the work of other contemporary artists and expand her 
network locally, regionally and nationally. 
 
PLATFORM is the first exhibition at Plymouth Arts Centre to be sponsored by Midas Group, one of the 
UK’s largest independent construction companies. Plymouth Arts Centre would like to thank Midas for 
supporting the exhibition which provides an opportunity to support a new graduate. Plymouth Arts 
Centre hopes that PLATFORM will mark the beginning of a continued relationship in developing 
opportunities for emerging artists. 
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